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The club has continued to build on the great successes from previous years and the 
achievements of this season have again set new heights. In the pool, a new wave of junior 
swimmers made giant strides, the established swimmers scaled new peaks of success and the 
return of some veteran swimmers showed the club truly provides for swimmers of all levels the 
opportunities to perform. Out of the pool, the club continues to improve facilities and 
strengthen community links, with improving sponsorship and community profile in the media. 
The response of the club to the challenge of Bendigo hosting the 2012 Country Swimming 
Championships was magnificent, with a highly professional presentation of the meet earning 
great respect for the District and the club. 
 
 The swimmers have provided so many highlights over the year it is almost impossible to recall 
them all, as seemingly every meet and championship has brought new highs. Among so many 
great results, though, some do stand out: 

 519 new Club, District and Country records along with an almost incalculable number 
of personal best times  

 The club’s highest ever placing in finishing 4th in the team aggregate points at the 2012 
Victorian Country Championships 

 Another clean sweep of the team and individual trophies at Central Victoria District 
Championships 

 Swimmers qualifying for National Open and National Age Championships, including 
the club’s first ever relay team competing at Nationals 

 Winning the club’s first ever State level relay medal 
 
The structures of the club executive have been modernized to reflect the increasing size of the 
club and the demands on the office bearers. This year has seen the appointment of a 
Membership Manager to deal with membership enquires and registration, and a Social 
Secretary to co-ordinate the club’s social and travelling accommodation planning. There has 
been the development of a sponsorship and grants program with a number of new sponsors now 
supporting the club. The club has successfully obtained grants from a variety of corporate and 
community programs, assisting with the purchase of major items such as a pool cover winch 
and a team trailer for travelling to regional meets. 
 
The major change for the club has been the successful development of a business case to keep 
the Bert Graham Pool open over the winter months, which will allow the swimmers to train 
more effectively than the previous winter arrangements at Eaglehawk. This is a major change 
in the club profile, which will have many other benefits including strengthening relationships 
with other pool user groups as well as attracting new pool users. I thank John Jordan in 
particular for all his hard work in bringing together all the necessary data and liaising with the 
COGB Council to gain approval for this change.  
 
With regards the Club’s facilities, in particular the pool, I would like to thank Leigh Nolan for 
his continuing commitment and work as Pool Manager. Leigh continues to be very supportive 



of the club and has been a valuable resource in planning the changes over winter. Without 
Leigh’s knowledge and support, the challenges of maintaining the facility would prove 
extremely taxing and the Executive is indebted to him. We are also very grateful for the 
dedicated and supportive lifeguards, without whom the pool could not operate and who all do 
that little bit extra to make the pool the family friendly and safe facility it is renowned for. 
 
As is always the case, a successful club is the product of many individual contributors and 
supporters. The club is very fortunate to have some generous sponsors and I acknowledge the 
great support from Bendigo Community Telco, AFS Chartered Accountants, Great Ideas 
Awards and Gifts, Garlands Café and Bakehouse and Elliott Bros, without whom the club 
would not be able to produce such great results on the big stage. I look forward to the club 
further developing the relationships with our supporters in the future.  
 
At an internal level, there are many people to thank for all their efforts over the last 12 months, 
and in advance I apologise for anyone not mentioned – all club members contribute in many 
ways to the success of the club and without that help the club would be diminished. However, 
my special thanks must go to Graeme Symons, for all the work done securing sponsors and 
developing the club facilities, as well as his selfless work in ensuring the success of the 
Country Championships in Bendigo; John Jordan, whose leadership of the Racing Committee 
as the numbers have threatened to become overwhelming ensures the club competitions run 
smoothly and teams for major championships are organised; Robyn Slot in the new role of 
Membership Manager who has made the arrival of new club members so smooth and had 
improved the public face of the club immeasurably; Deb Beale who took on the enormous 
challenge of overseeing the club finances and has kept the club on a stable footing; Ash 
Hindson, whose enthusiasm and hard work as Secretary when very new to the club has resulted 
in much improved communication for club members and Tracey King for taking on the role of 
coordinating social functions and team accommodation for major meets, culminating in the 
wonderful Presentation Night celebrations which were a great end to the season. No club is 
ever a long term proposition without recognising its history and without Betty and Ray Pysing, 
the club would repeat many of the errors of years past. I am indebted to their ongoing 
enthusiasm, support and wisdom. My thanks also to Ewa Piejko for her efforts in organising the 
club uniforms, and to Anne Sherman for her ongoing involvement both as a competitor and 
keeper of the club records. Finally, my sincere thanks to the coaches – Tony, Chris, Val, Deb 
and Bec – your selfless dedication is the reason our swimmers are so successful, and why the 
club will continue to grow and achieve even greater success in the future.  
 
The Bendigo East Swimming Club has grown beyond recognition, and achieved successes 
hardly imaginable from 5 years ago. The challenge will remain for the club to continue to grow 
and establish itself as a bedrock in the Bendigo sporting landscape, offering swimming as a 
high level sport and path to greater sporting success in the community consciousness. The club 
can only achieve this with the ongoing input from the members and families in the club, and I 
encourage all club members to ask themselves what they can do to help the club move 
upwards.  
 
Chris Holmes 
President, Bendigo East Swimming Club 


